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11/01/21 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you have all managed to have a relaxed and socially distanced weekend. It was lovely to see 
the sun for a while and actually spend some time sorting out my garden.  
 
I wanted to thank you all for your patience and on-going support as we read the guidance and 
implement the changes required. I’m sure you are aware there has been additional guidance from 
the DfE from 5.30pm Friday onwards. I think this is likely to continue and I will update you with 
any changes we are having to make as a consequence of the guidance as soon as I am able. 
 
Critical/Key Worker Families 
Currently I have shared our plan to support children learning at home with the aim to ensure that 
children get an equally high quality entitlement whether they are at school or at home. However, I 
have been surprised, like many schools, at the increased take up of school places and we are 
almost at 50% capacity. School certainly doesn’t feel closed. Updated guidance for critical/key 
worker families states: 
 
“Your child’s school or college will speak to you to identify whether your child needs to attend. You 
should keep your child at home if you can. They may ask to see simple evidence to check whether 
you are a critical worker such as your work ID badge or a pay slip.”   
 
DfE guidance  
guidance on critical workers and vulnerable children who can access schools or educational 
settings  
 
As such, I am requesting key worker families working part time or on furlough,  keep their 
children at home on the days they are not working. To maintain consistency with learning it will 
be crucial that your child completes the learning tasks at home as planned so when they return to 
school on the days you are working they will not have missed any crucial learning points around 
content or skill. I am expecting children we have requested to be in school (vulnerable learners) to 
continue with their full time places. If you are reducing your child’s time in school, please contact 
your child’s class teacher or me via School Comms/Evidence Me.  
 
Illness 
 
DfE Guidance 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/f
ile/951035/210108_Parents_Guidance_vF.pdf 

“Learning Together, Learning for Life” 
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Following the guidance on managing Covid related illness, it is vital that if your child is unwell or is  
displaying any coronavirus symptoms, or has someone in their household who is displaying 
symptoms, they do not attend school. 
 
 If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), get a test as soon as possible. 
Stay at home until you get the result. 
 

Main symptoms 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 
 
If a child or member of staff feels unwell/has a cough/temperature/loss of taste & or smell at 
school, they will be sent home. They will then need to self-isolate for 10 days, or until they receive 
a negative result from a test. 
 
If a child or member of staff tests positive for coronavirus, then I will follow the guidance from the 
Health Protection Team and it is likely the whole bubble will be sent home and they will have to 
self-isolate for 10 days.  
 
Children Attending School 
 
Please use the following gates: 

 Ruby, Jade and Opal: Please use the gates by Diamond classroom. 

 Emerald and Diamond: Please use the hall entrance. 

 Sapphire, Amethyst and Topaz: Please use the gates by Sapphire classroom. 
 
Start time is 8.30am. To support social distancing we have set a 15 minute slot for arrival. 
However, we do not have staffing capacity for someone to be manning the gates for 15 minutes. If 
you arrive after the gates have been locked please politely alert the office who will support your 
child entering school safely. The school day ends at 3pm.  
 
Please ensure your child is wearing warm layers and is ready for outdoor learning at all times. I am 
encouraging children to continue to wear the school jumper/sweatshirt. I know some children will 
insist on wearing their uniform and this is also ok, but please do check they have sufficient warm 
clothing available. 
 
Thank you for your support. Take care and stay safe. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Julie Hogan 
Head Teacher 


