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SEPTEMBER ARRANGEMENTS 2021 

19/07/21 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I wanted to write to thank you all for being so patient and understanding of the measures we have 
had to put into place to keep the school running during the last 18 months of the pandemic. I 
know it has been a difficult time for us all but by working together, we have managed to avoid 
closing most classes/bubbles (we had one class closed for 10 days) and made things a little easier 
ensuring that the children have had an enjoyable school year. It has been so good to be able to 
hold sports days and put on our productions towards the end of the year and so give the children a 
little of what they would expect as their infant school experience. From September, we are 
currently led to believe that everything will return to normal, although I am aware that some of 
you may not know what a normal school year looks like. Staff have reflected on what we have 
really missed as well as what has worked well and this has informed the plans that will be put into 
place. (Sadly as always, this guidance is accurate for as long as the current government guidance 
remains the same.) 
Classes for September 
 

Class 
Name 

Ruby Jade Opal Emerald Diamond Sapphire Amethyst Topaz 

Teacher Mrs 
Upham 

Miss  
Ireland 

Miss Light Miss 
Blacker 

Miss 
Jones 

Ruth 
Perry 
MT)/ Mr 
Cozens(W 
Th F) 

Mrs Tanner Mrs Butcher 
(MTW)/ Mrs 
Gearing  -
was Miss 
Perrett (TH 
F) 

General 
TA 

Mrs 
Seymour 
(MTW)/ 
Mrs Bryant 
(Th F) 

Mrs Bryant 
(MT)/ Mrs 
Matthews 
(W Th F) 

Mrs Dando Mrs 
Willcox 

Mrs 
Doble 

Mrs 
Kenning 

Ms Sadler 
(M)/ Mrs 
Sowerby 
(TWThF) 

Mrs  Elford 

Play 
Team 

Mrs Clarke Mrs Price Mrs  
Darling 
 

Mrs 
Willcox 

Mrs 
Dowling 

Mrs 
Peters 

Mrs Barnes Mrs 
Redwood 
(MTWTh)/
Mrs Elford 
(F) 

 

“Learning Together, Learning for Life” 

mailto:office@paulton-inf.bathnes.sch.uk
http://www.paultoninfantschool.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

                                                             

The School day – timings 
Start 8.40 pm 
Registration 8.50 am 
Lessons start 9.00 am 
School ends 3.00 pm 
 

Children arriving after 8.50 am will be recorded as late ‘L’. 
Children arriving after 9.15 am will be recorded a late ‘U’.  
 

Government guidance states, you should plan your holidays within school holidays as usual. Avoid 
seeking permission to take your children out of school or college during term time. 
 

Whilst we no longer need to implement bubbles or staggers, we recognise the benefits different 
entrance/exit points have offered. Additionally, we no longer wish to return to the days of 
congestion outside classrooms and so we have planned different drop off collection points as 
follows: 
 

Location 8.40 am 8.45 am 

Gates by Diamond                         Diamond class       Emerald class   

Gates by Sapphire          Sapphire  class          Amethyst class   

Hall door Topaz class   Ruby class   

100 square Jade class   Opal class   
 

The timings are just a guideline to help us avoiding having too many people in the same place at 
the same time. We have found that passing messages via text/telephone has enabled lessons to 
start on time and teachers can then contact families, as needed, at a time that does not disrupt 
learning for all the children. 
 

Safety Measures 
We must follow Public Health and government guidance to put in place certain essential measures 
to ensure that school is as safe as it can be for everyone. We will be implementing these 
measures: 

 People who are ill must stay at home (children and adults): if you or your child has 
symptoms of Coronavirus (high temperature, new continuous cough and/or loss of taste 
and smell) then please do not come to school. If your child develops these symptoms in 
school, they will be sent home immediately. If a child is ill with these symptoms they MUST 
follow the latest stay at home guidance. This means taking a PCR test and isolating until 
you receive a negative result or at least 10 days after the onset of symptoms. Any one can 
get a PCR test by either calling 119 or accessing the online testing portal. 

 Robust hand hygiene: we will maintain frequent hand washing routines throughout the 
school day (On arrival, after break times, before and after eating etc.). We have hand 
cream available in each class to avoid your child’s hands becoming sore due to this 
increased washing.  

 Robust respiratory hygiene: Children will continue to be taught to “Catch it, kill it, bin it” 
for sneezes and coughs; tissues will be available in all classrooms for children to use. Please 
teach children this at home. Classrooms have bins with lids for tissues to go into. 

 Enhanced cleaning arrangements: All staff will regularly wipe down frequently used 
surfaces e.g. door handles, chairs and tables. Toilets will be cleaned regularly throughout 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 

 

 

 

                                                             

the day and equipment that is shared will be frequently cleaned during and/or after the 
school day.  

 

Organisation 

 Children and adults in school will not wear face coverings.  

 Assemblies will resume. 

 Classrooms will be organised to enable the children to work in small groups. 

 Soft furnishings and fabric toys will be reintroduced.   

 Playtimes and lunchtimes will return to normal.  

 Musical instruments will be freely accessible once more. 

 Swimming will continue as it has for KS1 and we will be looking for volunteers to help with 
walking the children to the pool and back. For September, Topaz and sapphire will go on 
Wednesday and Amethyst, Emerald and Diamond will go on Friday. EYFS swimming is likely 
to resume in January. There will be a small cost for families to help us provide swimming 
lessons for our infant aged children. More information will be sent out in the autumn term. 

 We will be pleased to welcome volunteers back into the building to help with reading, 
school trips, special days, baking etc. All volunteers will need to go through a safeguarding 
application process. Details can be found via the school office. 

 If your child has to self isolate but is well enough to learn from home, they will be able to 
access learning remotely through our school website.Please contact your child’s teacher or 
Mrs Omell if you have any questions or concerns about this. 
 

What to bring to school? 

 Toys from home will not be allowed in school (This rule has never changed).  

 Children must wear school uniform.  

 Named water bottles should be washed every day and returned to school filled with fresh 
drinking water. We do not allow flavoured or fizzy drinks to prevent ants and pests, to 
avoid sticky spillages and to maintain our healthy eating ethos. 

 On PE days, the children can wear their kit to school. PE kit must include blue/grey joggers 
and sweat top/fleece/ trainers or daps (Velcro), as well as navy shorts and a white/pale 
blue t-shirt. Please note the weather to ensure Velcro trainers and not daps/plimsoles are 
worn on wet days. They will need to bring their school uniform in a bag so they can get 
changed into their uniform after PE. EYFS will not need a PE kit in term 1. 

 On Forest School days, the children can wear their Forest School clothes to school. They 
will need to bring their school uniform in a bag so they can get changed into their uniform 
once they return from their Forest School lesson. Children must wear long sleeved tops, 
long trousers and closed toe shoes for Forest Schools to avoid ticks, brambles and skin 
irritation. 

 Bookbags will be sent home weekly with a change of book. Following our phonics training 
this year, children are expected to read their decodable phonic reader 3 times. Once to 
decode the words (use their sound talk to identify the sounds), a second time to read for 
understanding (Do they understand what the words mean? Do they know the text was 
about?) and finally a third time to improve their fluency. They will also receive one sharing 
books that are likely to include words they may not be able to decode but that they will 
enjoy (They will choose these books themselves). 

 If you can avoid using a rucksack to avoid congestion in the cloakrooms staff would be very 
grateful. We recognise this may not be practical for a few children. 

 

https://www.paultoninfantschool.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

                                                             

Lunchtime arrangements  

 All classes will eat in the hall. Each class will have 20 – 30 minutes per sitting. Any child 
requiring longer will be encouraged to eat their lunch and take the time they need. This 
means they will also have approximately 30 minutes playing time outside with our 
experienced and well trained lunchtime Play Team. 

 No sweets or chocolate bars in lunchboxes. These treats can be given by you at home. 

 Only drinking water to be brought into school to avoid invasion of ants and other pests. 
Thank you. 
 

Welcoming parents and carers into the building 
We are looking forward to welcoming you back into the building to enjoy seeing your child during 
the day for the following events: 

 Class assemblies (information to follow towards the end of Term 1) 

 Performances and productions including the Christmas production/concerts and end of 
year plays 

 Sports day 

 Picnic and Play and other school events (More information to follow in September) 
More details to follow in September, government guidance/Public Health permitting. 

 

Parents Consultations 
We have found parent’s consultations to be effective on-line as it saves long waits and avoids the 
rush to get home from work. Currently we will continue to run these through Microsoft Teams 
where possible. We would like to implement a system where we then invite you to come and 
share your child’s learning at a different point in the school day as we are aware you have missed 
this opportunity last year and this year. We will also hold a celebration event towards the end of 
the year where you can come and see the progress your child has made and have an opportunity 
for an informal talk about your child’s report. 
 

Staff are keen to continue offering small video clip tutorials to help you support your child with 
learning. These may be clips on how to support your child with their phonics, reading, writing or 
maths. We will maintain the inclusion of social stories on the website to help your child prepare 
for an event they find tricky and EYFS will continue communicating with families through the 
EvidenceMe app. 
 

Finally from September, Mrs Perry is stepping down from SENCo and Mr Cozens will be taking on 
the role of SENCo. I would like to thank Mrs Perry for her outstanding work for the past 7 years 
and for supporting Mr Cozens with the transition into this role. I know that Mr Cozens will 
continue the great work supporting all children at Paulton Infant School. 

 

Kind regards, 
 

Julie Hogan 
Julie Hogan 
 


