
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

LEARNING 
I was very impressed to see the children in       
Amethyst class using their Diamond Power this 
week. Patryk was incredibly focused and wrote 

several sentences independently. Great work Patryk! 
 

All of our children are very settled in school and as the 
recovery curriculum is coming to a close, we will be    
focusing on closing gaps in phonics and reading over the 
coming terms. We have used some of the government 
Covid catch up funding to buy into small group tutors. 
The tutors are finalising their training and will be starting 
school in January. More information will be shared with 
you if your child is eligible for this. 
 

SNUGGLE UP AT STORY TIME 

We have all enjoyed wearing our onesies and PJs at 
school today. (It’s been very cosy). The children have 
heard lots of stories so please do ask them which was 
their favourite.   
 

READING FROM T3 

We are always reviewing the best 
way to support our early reading 
strategies so your child is better able 
to access learning as they get older. 
Following some training this week 

Mr Cozens and Mrs Upham will be planning how best to 
share strategies that you an use to support your child’s 
reading at home. Following the latest research, we 
would like every child to read their  decodable reading 
book 3 times before changing it: 
1. To decode the words (sounding out) 
2. To read with greater fluency (without having to 

sound out the words) 
3. To then discuss the text to see what they have  

understood.  
Your child will also have a an additional book that you an 
share with them (sometimes this will be one they an 
read themselves and sometimes you will need to read it 
to them) and we always encourage your child to read 
whatever it is they enjoy at home. That may be comics, 
menus, recipes, adverts, instructions for games etc. Book 
bags will be changed once a week to support this        
process. 
 

NINE MAGICAL MINUTES 

Research has been shared to help us ensure our chil-
dren feel special, loved and accepted, especially 
when our lives are so busy. We are told that your 
child’s emotional health will be boosted if you  give 

your undivided attention to your child: 
 The first 3 minutes they wake up 
 The first 3 minutes they come home to you after 

their day at school or their childcare 
 The last 3 minutes of the day before they go to 

bed. 
It is always lovely to see the smiles you share with your 
child at drop off and pick up and the huge smile on their 
face when they see you. 
 

FOOD VOUCHERS OVER THE BREAK 

Families who are entitled to pupil premium funding will 
be receiving some information next week to help access-
ing supermarket food vouchers for your local stores over 
the Christmas break period. Please complete the online 
form  if you think you are eligible or receive any of the 
following benefits: 
 Universal credit (provided you have a net income 

of £7400 or less) 
 Income support 
 Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 
 Income-related employment and support allow-

ance 
 Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asy-

lum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of state pension credit 
 Child tax credit, provided that you are not also en-

titled to working tax credit and have an annual 
gross income of £16,190 or less 

We will be able to provide a school jumper, a book bag 
and support you with costs for swimming, school trips 
and clubs and when we return to normality. 
 

THANK YOU  
A heart felt thank you to everyone for getting your child 

into school on time and sticking to planned stag-
gered arrangements. I know this is tough when 
you have siblings at multiple schools, but you 

have really reduced the load on the office team.  

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Raffle tickets  need to be returned by Tuesday 8th De-
cember. Tickets drawn on Friday 11th December. The 
PTA will also be contacting the individuals who have won 
prizes to arrange collection.  
EYFS, don’t forget next Friday is ‘Dress up as a nativity 
character day’.  
Have a lovely weekend 
 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Hogan 

 
 
 

                                               

www.paultoninfantschool.co.uk 

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/form/apply-for-free-school-meals

