
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I wanted to write a very heartfelt thank you to     
everyone in our community for supporting the     
children with their learning at school and at home. 
Our school staff are also experiencing the difficulty 
of juggling their working day with home schooling 
their own children, if their child has not been        
allocated a space at school, as well as dealing with 
the day to day barriers thrown up by this pandemic. 
This is a very difficult time for everyone as we worry 
about many things:  
 The high numbers of transmission and          

infection rates in the Paulton and High      
Littleton area 

 Family members and friends who are ill with 
Covid 

 Family members and friends who are having to 
isolate following track and trace information 

 The loneliness we feel at having to limit our 
contacts and communicate through social   
media rather than in person 

 Missing celebrations of special milestones with 
our loved ones 

The list does go on.  However it is important to hold 
on to the many positives around us and reach out to 
the people who are there to help. Please see the 
attached leaflet signposting you to support available 
and look at Newsletter 6 November 2020 as it also 
has links to  support. 
 
It is really good news that the vaccinations are being 
rolled out and hopefully school staff can be           
vaccinated soon so we can fully open to the children 
once again.  Unlike most schools in the local area, we 
have a very high number of key worker children in 
school. Currently we are almost half full.  Please can 
I appeal to our key worker families  and ask that you 

follow the government guidance and keep your 
child at home when you are not at work. 
With staff at home ill and isolating, this means our 
capacity to manage the day job has been reduced 
whilst the  demands on staff time have been in-
creased. Staff are effectively planning and assessing 
for two classes; the class they are teaching in school 
and the class you are working with at home. Like 

you, we are doing our best, and if  you have           
requested a phone call or some additional help, we 
will get there, but it may take longer than usual. 
 
MANAGING REMOTE EDUCATION 
We have received many requests for support with 
the children being educated at home.  I thought it 
may be helpful to list some things that may help you: 
 
 The well-being of your child and your wider 

family have to take priority. It may be that you 
need to take the pressure off for the day in  
order to give you all some breathing space to 
feel able to manage the following day. 

 Please see the poster below to help you       
understand  why your child’s behaviour may 
have changed and what you can do to help. 

 
 

 
 
 

                                               

www.paultoninfantschool.co.uk 

https://581ade31-9ab2-4816-8e7a-296f7dec9ff5.filesusr.com/ugd/c9bafe_abe23d9bb40a477ab7e774a8d93cbbb2.pdf


 We have not planned live lessons for several          
reasons. Staff are teaching their class in 
school, KS1 children find it hard to engage with 
learning in this way.  We know many  families 
have time constraints around older children’s 
timetables with live lessons or your work     
commitments and meetings. Our staff have 
taken time to consider how best to support 
your very busy days and have produced     
planning that you can fit into your schedule. 

 Try to block your child’s focused input time 
into chunks of no longer than 10 minutes.  

 It is important that your child practices their 
reading, phonics, writing and maths every-
day, however, it is ok to allow your child to 
practice these skills using a different context 
and follow their interests. They may want to 
help you plan your shopping list or make a 
poster for their teddies. They may want to 
create a cartoon or video game sequence 
through pictures and short sentences. If your 
family’s individual   circumstances are such 
that your child is      unable to follow the plan 
that has been shared on the school website
(www.paultoninfantschool.co.uk saved in the 
EYFS or KS1 Tabs under Term 3), please mes-
sage their teacher and take advice on what you 
can do instead. 

 If you are struggling with access to devices at 
home, please let us know. We still have one or 
two laptops that you could borrow to help   
relieve this pressure. 

LEARNING 
The children have all been working extremely hard, 
using their Gem Powers.  Please use the link to learn 
more about how we use our Gem Powers to support 
your child to take responsibility for their learning.     
 Great learning this week from: 

Ruby: Pippa Matthews –for doing all her home 
learning every day, being independent and    
using emerald power to keep going even when 

phonics is tricky. Jack Bonney - for working hard to 
remember new sounds and applying new digraphs 
and trigraphs in his reading. 

 
Jade: Theo Davies for trying really hard with his 
writing at school this week  and Imogen Wickens 

for a fabulous attitude to learning at home. She 
shared some beautiful writing and excellent maths 
work! 

Opal: well done to Ella Gill for practising her 
phonics at home. Ella is really using her Emerald 

power to practise blending. Well done to George 
Mellowes for amazing writing in school. George is 
really using his phonics to sound out long words such 
as ‘chocolate’ and ‘chicken’! sounds.   

Emerald: Jack Murray for his great efforts and 
continued motivation. Finley Sheppard for      

having a go with the inverse, then responding to 
feedback from Miss Blacker after mum asked for  
advice.—Great team work from the grown ups too :)  

Diamond: Lenny Rampazzo for trying really 
hard with his maths and starting to use  number           
sentences when problem solving. And George 

Davies who created an amazing 'ideal garden' in 
PSHE which he could relax in and help him to feel 
calm. 

Sapphire: Autumn Prior-Reeves- for setting 
herself a new challenge and creating a          

fantastic poster all about penguins using the       
computer. Alice Brown- for working hard to find  
connections between addition and subtraction and 
write fact family number sentences  

Amethyst: Phoebe Farrar has been working 
really hard at home and has even created a 
home learning wall with all of her work.      

Parker Wilkinson has been amazing at school and 
has tried his hardest in every activity. He produced 
some wonderful fact writing about penguins, using         
sentence starters and joining words! 

Topaz: Scarlett Jenkins for wonderful maths and 
sentence writing, she has really used her Sap-
phire power to help her focus. Lily-Mae Horton-

Lakins for her incredible and creative approach to-
wards our Pole to Pole topic in her home learning! 
She has made her own ice station and igloo, what 
amazing imagination.   
 

WELL-BEING RESOURCES 
 

I have attached a leaflet from Banes with this newsletter 

to share guidance and advice for you and your family if 

you are struggling with anxiety and worries. Please also 

look on our website for Newsletter No.6 November 2020 

which has lots of links available for support you can      

access from BAPP, SEND partnership, Connecting Fami-

lies, Southside, Mind and Samaritans. 

Please take care and stay safe. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Hogan 
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