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Policy Statement on Early Years 

 

Learning Together, Learning For Life. 
 

 
Links to Visionary Statement  
We aim to ….. 

 keep children’s learning at the heart of our thoughts and actions  

 provide the opportunity for all our children to achieve academic excellence 

within a broad and balanced curriculum 

 create an ethos which nurtures creativity, self-belief, independence and a 

sense of respect for other 

 ensure that our schools are happy, safe, supportive and secure places in 

which to learn 

 create a stimulating learning environment 

 develop strong and productive partnerships with parents and the wider 

school community 

 have high expectations in all areas of school life 

 prepare children for the future 

 
 
 
 

Agreed and Signed on behalf of the Full Governing Body………………………… 
 
Date:…………………………………………… 
 
Next Review:………………………………. 
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Rationale 

 Support and foster personal, social and emotional well-being. 

 To give each child a happy, positive and fun start to their school life in which they can 
establish solid foundations on which to expand and foster a deep love of learning; 

 To offer each child a wide range of new and exciting experiences. 

 To offer a structure for learning that has a range of starting points and unlimited 
opportunity for development; 

 To encourage children to develop independence within a loving, secure and friendly 
atmosphere; 

 To support children in building relationships through the development of social skills 
such as cooperation and sharing; 

 To help each child to recognise their own strengths and achievements through 
experiencing success and developing the confidence to work towards personal goals. 

 

The Curriculum 
Reception follow the curriculum as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
document. 
The EYFS framework includes seven areas of learning and development, all of which are 
interconnected but are divided into Prime Areas of Learning and Specific Areas of Learning. 
 

The prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for 
learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.  
These Prime Areas are; 

 Communication and Language – Listening and Attention, Understanding and Speaking 

 Physical Development – Moving and Handling & Health and Self-care 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Making Relationships, Managing 
Feelings & Behaviour and Self-confidence & Self-awareness 

 

We must also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are 
strengthened and applied.  
The specific areas are; 

 Literacy – Reading and Writing 

 Mathematics – Numbers and Space, Shape and Measures 

 Understanding the World – People and communities, The world and Technology 

 Expressive Arts and Design – Exploring and using Media and Materials and Being 
Imaginative 

 

The EYFS also includes the Characteristics of Effective Learning. Reception teachers plan 
activities with these in mind. They highlight the importance of a child’s attitude to learning and 
their ability to play, explore and think critically about the world around them. 
The three characteristics are; 

 Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

 Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties 
and enjoy achievements 



                   Policy Document: 
Policy Statement on EYFS 

 

Paulton Infants School  
Last Updated: February 2019 
Next Review: February 2022 Page 3 

 

 Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make 
links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

 
Play 
Learning through play is an important part of our Early Years classrooms. We believe children 
learn best from activities and experiences that interest and inspire them. Using children’s 
interests as a starting point, we provide children with stimulating, active play experiences in 
which they can explore and develop their learning to help them make sense of the world. They 
have opportunities through their play to think creatively and critically alongside other children 
as well as on their own. 
They are able to practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and experience at their own 
level and pace. Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue their own interests and inspire 
those around them. The children learn to adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, investigate 
and ask questions. We believe it is important that adults take an active role in child-initiated 
play through observing, modelling, facilitating and setting challenges through play. Getting the 
balance right between child-initiated play, which is controlled, and adult led activities is very 
important to us.  
 
Teaching 
Alongside the play-based curriculum, we also value direct, carefully planned, adult led 
experiences for children in the form of structured group activities. These are particularly 
important in helping children to learn specific skills and knowledge and it is often through 
children’s play that we see how much of this learning children have understood and taken on. 
Each day we follow a timetable with set routines in place. We set aside times each day when 
the children come together to be taught in the more traditional sense, gathered together on 
the carpet as a class. In these slots we focus on our topic work, maths, literacy, phonics, and 
stories. These sessions help to develop vital habits of learning: learning as a group, listening to 
the teacher, taking turns to answer, sitting still etc. 
 
Assessment, Observations and Learning Journals 
Assessment is an essential part of the learning and development of children in the EYFS. It 
involves practitioners observing children to understand their level of achievement, interests 
and learning styles, and to then shape learning experiences for each child reflecting those 
observations. 
We collect detailed observations and photos using an online program and use supporting 
evidence from work books, independent activities and home to create a detailed picture of 
every child in their own individual Learning Journal. Where appropriate, we include individual 
next steps for children’s learning.  
 
Parents have access to their child’s Learning Journals throughout the year. They are emailed to 
them directly at the end of every short term (i.e. six times per year) and Parents are also 
encouraged to share their child’s home learning with us, sending observations/photos to be 
included in their Child’s Learning Journal. 
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On entry to Reception we carry out baseline assessments for each child. Then at the end of the 
year the class teacher assesses each child against the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELG) and 
comments on whether their development within each ELG is either ‘emerging’, ‘expected’ or 
‘exceeding’. Children must achieve an expected level (or exceeding) in each of the Prime Area 
Early Learning Goals (ELG’s) plus Literacy and Maths to gain a Good Level of Development. A 
Good Level of Development is the end of year expectation for all children to achieve at the end 
of their Reception Year. This information is also communicated to parents and carers in the 
child’s end of year report and can be discussed in the final Parents’ Evening of the year. 
 
Partnership with Parents and Carers 
We believe that parents and carers are a child’s first educator and therefore work very closely 
to ensure they are involved in what we do with their child at school. We want parents to feel 
they can speak to us about their child at any time and feel comfortable in our setting. As well as 
the Reception visit days, as part of transition, we offer Home Visits at the beginning of the 
school year and offer parenting workshops and other sessions for parents, such as our 
successful ‘Stay and Play’ sessions. 
 
 
Mrs. A. Swift 
February 2019 
 
 
To be reviewed March 2022 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


