
Dear Parents/Carers 
OUR NEW HEAD TEACHER 
Mrs Omell, our new Head teacher will be visiting           
this afternoon and we will be outside the office at pick up 
time so you will have an opportunity to say hello. 
 

CORONAVIRUS 
I’m sure you are all aware that the Delta variant has led 
to increased infections in our area. Children aged 5-12 
and young adults 18-24 seem to be the groups most 
affected as reported in the press. This means we all must 
continue to follow the protocols to reduce infection: 
 All adults to wear face masks 
 Maintain 2m distance 
 Only one adult per family on site to drop of      

children 
We are maintaining bubbles, frequent handwashing and 
cleaning of classrooms, reducing congestion in cloak-
rooms, only allowing invited guests on site as part of our 
on-going risk assessment. We are hoping we will not have 
to close any bubbles before the end of term and with 
your help, we can do this. 
 

WELL-BEING WEEK 
Next week we are focusing on 
well-being, as a whole school 
community. We are asking,     
children, staff and parents alike 

to take a moment to think about their own well-being 
and the well-being of others around them. In school we 
are going to be doing lots of activities to shine a light on 
the importance of looking after our well-being with the 
children including activities such as; extra P.E sessions 
and/or yoga using Cosmic Kids and additional thrive and 
mindfulness activities. We are also encouraging the chil-
dren to think about the well-being of their trusted adults 
by saying kind words and doing little classroom jobs. We 
hope you join in at home by taking a little time for your 
own well-being too!   
 

SPORTS DAY 
We will be holding sports day on Thursday 1st 
July for KS1 and Thursday 8th July for EYFS. 
Sadly, due to the continuing restrictions, we 
are unable to invite parents and carers to 

come and watch. 
 

SUN SAFETY 
As the weather gets hotter, please can you en-
sure your child comes to school wearing t-shirts/
clothing that covers their shoulders and also a 
sun hat—preferably one that covers their neck if 

possible. At the start of the week the weather has been 

really hot and we are doing our best to keep the children 
out of direct sunlight as much as possible. Whilst day long 
sun cream that can be applied in the morning is best, we    
recognise that some children may need to reapply their 
sun cream. If your child needs to do so, please can help 
them to be able to do this independently ; they can store 
this in their tray but will need to listen to their grown ups 
in school about how to manage this. 
Please also can you ensure your child comes to school 
with a water bottle each day that has been washed and 
refilled with fresh water. 
 

MURAL 
I am sure you have noticed 
there is a mural on the wall 
outside Sapphire classroom. 
This is my leaving gift to the       
children, families, governors 
and staff at Paulton Infant 

School. I have contracted Jessica Palmer, a local artist, to 
work with the children. Jessica has worked with  me and 
a group of children from each class to create the design 
and share this with their classes. Each child has had an 
opportunity to produce a drawing  based on their          
discussion; imaginary and real minibeasts and plants, 
magical creatures and rainbows were common themes. I 
hope you enjoy watching the art work unfold over the  
coming weeks (the rainbow is step 1) and that your child 
will be able to spot their design within the mural. Jessica 
will replicate the children’s drawings on the wall.  
 

PICNIC AND PLAY DAY 

On the last Tuesday of this term, We are 
planning a final picnic and play day with the 
children. More details will follow including 
information about the meal offered on that 

day. This will be an opportunity for me to say goodbye to 
the children and have some fun doing what we like best; 
playing! 
 

BOOKS FOR BIRTHDAYS 
We love celebrating each child’s birthday in class,        
however, as a healthy school and especially during the 
pandemic, we are unable to distribute sweets or cakes to 
the rest of the class. A suggestion has been made for  
families who would like to provide a gift to share (not 
everyone is in the position or would choose to do this) is 
to buy a class story book rather than cakes or sweets. 
This is something that could be enjoyed many times over. 
 

READING BOOKS 
As we are still working through our collection of books, 
Mrs Upham has asked that all books are returned to  
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school on the last Friday of term T6; Friday 16th July. This 
will allow us to review how many books we have for each 
reading/phonic phase and help Mrs Upham identify 
where there are gaps. Children can access reading 
through Reading Owls over the summer holiday. 
 
SEPTEMBER CLASSES 
Classes for September are starting to be compiled. There 
will be 3 EYFS classes and 5 mixed Y1/Y2 classes. This is 
something we have had to put into place since our pupil 
numbers were increased from 60 to 90 for each year  
group. Unfortunately funding is based on pupil numbers 
and we still do not have sufficient funding to run 9      
classes. We will share the name of your child’s new class 
teacher and their classroom when reports are sent home 
on 9th July. All children will have lots of opportunities to 
meet their new class teacher and classmates over the 
course of the last few weeks of term.   To avoid mixing 
bubbles indoors, we have had to review our usual transi-
tion processes and so most sessions will take place out-
doors. The Y2 staff team have been liaising with the Y3 
Paulton Junior Team to share information and plan transi-
tion for our Year 2 children. 
 

PARENT VOICE—SAVE OUR SCHOOLS 

Please note the information from the #TURNTHEPAGE/
SOS group.  
Hi Parent campaigners - over 1000 parents from 150 
different areas have  completed our survey so far. Thanks 
to all who have promoted it - let's can go for a final push 
before it closes on Friday 18 June.   
Here's the link:  
https://parentvoice.surveysparrow.com/s/parent-voice/tt
-ccc57b0536? 
What will we do with findings?  

We would like to share findings widely to contribute to 

the debate after the resignation of Sir Kevan Collins last 

week. 

We propose we will 

 produce a short report - we can encourage people 

to send to their MP  

 create some infographics to share findings  

 do a bit of national press  

 write an open letter based on the findings, ask       

people to sign it and try to get it into a national 

newspaper  

What parents want from recovery in                                
education :   Emerging findings from our survey  
The parent voice is coming through loud and clear.      

Mental health and wellbeing are the priorities. Parents 
are shocked and disappointed by the curriculum and by 
the pressure placed on their children through statutory 
assessment.  
 The government’s flagship recovery and “catch-up”         
policies are particularly unpopular. Only 1 in 10 parents 
support longer school days and shorter holidays, a focus 
on discipline and funding the private-sector National         
Tutoring Programme. Cancelling Year 6 SATs tests in 2021 
is the only policy rated positively by a sizeable majority of 
parents (81%).  
 Parents are clear that adequate funding underpins      
recovery, with many mentions of smaller class sizes, a 
well-qualified workforce, a more creative, forward-
looking curriculum, low-stakes assessment and more 
learning support for those who need it.  
Parents’ priorities are: 
 A focus on mental health and wellbeing 
  A forward-looking curriculum and assessment   

system 
 Closing the long-standing attainment gap 
 All of this must be achieved by long-term               

investment direct to schools. 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Kind regards,    
 

Julie Hogan 
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