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4 January 2021 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope that you have had an enjoyable, if somewhat different, festive break.   
 
You will be aware from the press coverage that there has been much discussion regarding the opening of primary 
schools nationally, including advice from some Trade Unions representing school staff regarding delaying their return 
to the workplace.  In addition, senior schools have received further information regarding Covid 19 lateral flow 
testing for pupils and staff.  
 
I would like to reassure you that, whilst some schools across the Trust have pressure on their staffing, all Trust 
schools (with the exception of secondary pupils at our Special Schools) are open to all pupils as planned.   
 
Secondary pupils will be returning tomorrow, enabling secondary staff to give consideration to testing arrangements 
today.  Parents of secondary pupils will receive communication directly from their child’s school regarding those 
testing arrangements.   
 
I appreciate that some parents may feel anxious about their child’s return to school, however the advice remains 
that attending school presents a very low risk to children.  All schools have in place robust risk assessments that 
continue to be regularly reviewed to ensure that, at the very minimum, the protective measures that are set out by 
the Government are in place.   
 
It is extremely important that we all continue to follow excellent hygiene practice and social distancing and the 
wearing of masks at key times such as drop off and pick up.   
 
Whilst writing, please see below links, which provide updated guidance from Public Health England and the 
Department for Education.  I also attach a ‘quick guide’ regarding actions if you or a member of your household has 
symptoms or receives a positive test result.  
 
Public Health England – Stay at Home Advice  
DfE Information for Parents and Carers  
 
Schools across the Trust will continue to follow Government Guidance regarding opening and the measures that we 
put in place and, should there be any changes to the above, I will be in contact with you.  
 
As always, many thanks for your continued support.  
 
With kind regards,  

 
Emily Massey  
Chief Executive  Officer  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term

