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WELCOME TO THE EARLY YEARS 

FOUNDATION STAGE 

Beginning school is a major event in the life of a four or five year 

old and it won’t be long before your child will be starting with us at 

Paulton Infant School. There will be lots of new things to learn and 

of course you will want to ensure that your child is well prepared 

for this important event. 

We hope that this booklet will provide some useful information 

that will help your child to settle quickly into school. 
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General Information 
Our contact details are: 

 

Paulton Infant School, 

Plumptre Close, 

Paulton, 

Bristol, 

BS39 7QY 

 

Telephone: 01761 412354 

 

Email: paulton_inf@bathnes.gov.uk  

 

EYFS 2020 Enquiries Email: 

enquiriesforEYFS2020@paulton-inf.bathnes.sch.uk 

 

School Website: www.paultoninfantschool.co.uk 

 

Head Teacher: Mrs J. Hogan 

 

Chair of Governors: Mr D. Howson 
 

                                                                    

mailto:enquiriesforEYFS2020@paulton-inf.bathnes.sch.uk
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Our Vision 

At Paulton Infant School our aim is to provide a happy, 

stimulating environment where every child will be given the 

best possible opportunities to achieve their full potential 

and an education which will nurture their needs as 

individuals. We constantly review our provision and in 

consultation with parents and our wider community, we 

strive to retain our family ethos whilst also equipping our 

children for the future.  

We hope to encourage a shared commitment to the success 

of our children, where parents have a positive role in 

complementing and supporting the work of the school. 
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Meet the Staff 

                                                            

                          

 

 

  

                                            

             

                    

                                                

           

Mrs Julie Hogan 
Head Teacher 

Mrs Chloe Butcher 
Deputy Head Teacher 

Mrs Ruth Perry 
SENCO 

Mrs Kate Upham 
Ruby Class Teacher & 

EYFS Lead 

Miss Katie Ireland 
Jade Class Teacher  

Miss Dani Light 
Opal Class Teacher  
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  The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

 
In the Foundation Stage children follow the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Framework (EYFS). This curriculum is based 

upon four themes and principles which we at Paulton Infant School 

uphold. 

 

The Unique Child – All children are different, but should be 

treated equally. Positive relationships and communication are vital. 

The children need to learn about taking risks safely, how to make 

good choices and how to stick to boundaries.  

 

Positive Relationships – Children need to learn to manage their 

own feelings and behaviour. We as a school celebrate all kinds of 

families and aim to develop a positive two-way relationship with 

parents. We will support, listen to and work with the children to 

help them learn. We will also talk to parents to make sure that the 

needs of the child are being met appropriately.  
 

Enabling Environments – As a school we plan for and check on each 

child’s progress. We will ensure that the inside and outside spaces 

are safe, interesting and engaging. We support children when they 

move on and work as a team to help your child succeed. 

 

Learning and Development - We will encourage the children to 

develop their imagination, to get actively involved in learning, to 

ask questions and to make decisions. We will develop the children’s 

creative and critical thinking, balancing the need for both the 

children and adults to lead the learning. 
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The Curriculum 

 
The Early Years Curriculum is made up of seven areas of learning 

and development. There are 3 prime areas of learning and 4 

specific areas.  

This framework provides the basis of how we structure the 

setting, the activities and opportunities we provide; as well as how 

we assess your child’s development. For each of these areas your 

child will have an ‘Early Learning Goal’ to work towards. At the end 

of the Year they will be assessed as either ‘Emerging’, ‘Expected’ 

or ‘Exceeding’ at these goals. 
 

Prime Areas  

 Communication and Language  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

 Physical Development  
 

Specific Areas  

 Literacy (Reading & Writing) 

 Maths (Number & Shape, Space and Measure) 

 Knowledge and Understanding of the World  

 Expressive Arts and Design  
 

We also report on the Characteristics of Effective Learning  

 Playing and Exploring  

 Active Learning  

 Creating and Thinking Critically  
 

 

To find out more about the Early Years Curriculum, please download a 

copy of What to Expect When – Parent Guide to EYFS from the 

Department for Education. It is a helpful guide for families about 

children’s learning and development from Birth to Age 5. 

 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf
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Learning in the Foundation stage 

 

Starting school is where the excitement begins and our planning is 

developed around the children’s interests. We pride ourselves on 

being an exciting and engaging place to be; encouraging our children 

to be independent learners through a range of practical activities. 

We follow a thematic curriculum centred around quality children’s 

texts. By having these inherently engaging resources at the heart 

of our curriculum we can follow the children’s interests and plan for 

opportunities to extend them further all while building a love of 

literature and a rich bank of vocabulary.   
 

                    
As our Foundation Stage children enter the classroom they learn 

primarily through a variety of play and real-life experiences. Our 

teaching is delivered through carefully planned whole class 

collective learning as well as child initiated, adult guided, adult 

supported and adult directed key tasks. The children access their 

environment freely; however, they understand they must complete 

tasks and ‘challenges’ throughout the week which will scaffold and 

extend their learning. Their development is monitored through 

high-quality interactions between children and adults and detailed 

observations are recorded. All information and photographs are 

added to your child's personal electronic diary which tracks their 

development over the year.  
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A TYPICAL SCHOOL DAY 
(We are flexible within our timetable and evaluate/amend 

it regularly.) 

 
8.40am Morning Activities 

9:00am Register  

9:15am Whole Class Teaching  

9:30am Freeflow & Focused Activities  

10:20am Assembly 

10.40am Playtime 

10.55am Snack Time  

11:05am Whole Class Phonics 

11:20am Freeflow Activities 

12:00pm Lunch time  

1:15pm Register  

1:20pm Whole Class Maths 

1:40pm Discovery Time 

2.30pm Tidy Up Time  

2.45pm Story Time  

3.00pm Home time 
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Parents/Carers as Partners 
 

We recognise the importance of parents and carers in a child’s 

development. As a primary care provider you are your child’s first 

educators and we greatly value any input, opinions and information 

you can share with us about your child’s learning and progress.  

 

We use an electronic ‘Learning Diary’ within the classroom that 

records your child’s learning and achievements during school. 

These represent both child-initiated activities and directed tasks. 

You can view photos and staff observations using the ‘Evidence Me’ 

app (information as to how to download will be sent when your child 

has started school). We also encourage you to contribute to these 

records of the learning journey by making small observations at 

home. We ask you to let us know when you notice a ‘WOW’ moment 

at home by uploading it to ‘Evidence Me’ and encouraging your child 

to share this with the class. We can then add this home learning to 

your child’s Learning Journal.  

 

We provide many other opportunities for parents and carers to 

take an active part in their child’s education. These include:  

 Class assemblies to share our class’ success and topic work  

 Open day events where parents are welcomed to join in with 

our sessions 

 Educational visits where parent-helpers are invited  

 Sport events and swimming 

 Regular newsletters  

 Weekly ‘Stay and Play’ sessions 

 We also provide a year group web page updated regularly with 

news, topic webs and plans as well as sharing information via 

the school Facebook and Twitter accounts. *  
*Please note this is with agreement of parents/carers through our Home-School 

agreement and our data protection policy. Photographs should not be shared through 

personal social media sites such as Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 
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Helping Prepare your Child for School 
 

In preparation for school, here are some things you can do with 

your child to help them develop the basic skills to prepare them 

for their journey towards their Early Learning Goals.  
 

Your child may be in a class with up to 29 others. It will make 

starting school much easier and happier if they are independent 

and can do many things for themselves.  
 

What should he/she be able to do? (Please practise 

over the summer.) 
Can he/she…  

 Dress and undress themselves?  

 Use the toilet independently and ask to go there?  

 Do up their own lunchbox? Use a knife and fork? 

 Tidy up after himself/herself?  

 Recognise their own name? Feed himself/herself?  

 Share toys and equipment? Take turns? 

 Listen well and follow simple instructions? 

 Listen to stories? 

 Talk about characters and events in stories? 

 Sing some nursery rhymes?  

 Practise counting to 10- forwards and backwards? (We will help 

them fully develop their understanding of what each number 

means throughout the year.)  

 Handle a pencil? Please do NOT teach your children to write 

using capital letters. 

     

If your child struggles with any of these, please do not worry, all children learn 

at a different pace. If you are concerned about any of these skills, do talk to 

us via the EYFS question line/enquiry email address 

enquiriesforEYFS2020@paulton-inf.bathnes.sch.uk so we can share any 

strategies for you to use and practise at home, if required. 

mailto:enquiriesforEYFS2020@paulton-inf.bathnes.sch.uk
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Home Visits 
A more detailed letter on our induction program is included 

separately in our New Parents pack but we very much value the 

Home Visits we do at Paulton. It is a fantastic opportunity to come 

and visit you and your child in your own home, where your child 

feels most secure. It is also an opportunity, for you as 

Parents/Carers, to ask questions about the upcoming weeks and 

helps us to settle your child when they start at school; we can 

then talk about the things we have shared and seen. A 

questionnaire is included in this pack. Please complete the 

questionnaire and have it ready to discuss during our visit.  

 

Feedback from our Parent Questionnaires demonstrate that over 

90% of our Reception Parents/Carers would recommend a Home 

Visit. Some of their comments are also included below: 
 

 

                                       

   

           

 

               

 

 
“Perfect opportunity to ask questions,  

where I felt I could ask anything.” 

 
“The visit put my worries at ease.” 

 
“The children knew who was going to look after 

 them and helped them feel safe.” 

 
“My child felt valued/special.” 

 

 
“It’s nice to meet who your child will  

be spending a lot of time with.” 
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Things to bring to school 
Please ensure every item your child brings to school is named, 

including their uniform. 
 

 Wellies—we play outside in all weathers!  
 

 Suitable coats—nothing too special as it is likely to get sandy, 

muddy or wet  
 

 Hats, scarves and gloves when cold 

                                                         

 Sun hats when hot; please apply sun cream before school 
 

 Water bottles (only fresh water not flavoured or coloured) 
 

 Book bags; reading records and reading books are needed in 

school each day 
 

 PE bags; white/pale blue shirt, navy/black shorts, daps and 

joggers when cold (we will not be doing PE outside for a little 

while, so it may be a good idea to wait to purchase these) 

 

                                                      

 

Most importantly, we normally operate an `Open-Door Policy’ 

where parents are actively encouraged to meet with staff to 

discuss any concerns at the earliest opportunity. Most worries 

tend to be misunderstandings and can be quickly resolved. If there 

is anything you need to know, just ask! We have set up an EYFS 

question line/enquiries email address while we cannot meet face-

to-face: enquiriesforEYFS2020@paulton-inf.bathnes.sch.uk 

Please see the school website for a more detailed whole school 

prospectus and we look forward to working with you and your 

family very soon. 

mailto:enquiriesforEYFS2020@paulton-inf.bathnes.sch.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwji28ORi-fMAhVoKsAKHQaiAewQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/friends-clip-art-free&bvm=bv.122448493,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNE8onQ3T0r6PJoT3WL-gHVSWDQZyA&ust=1463779865016565
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