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Dear EYFS Parents and Carers, 
 
Settling In 
Thank you all so much for the flexibility and patience you have shown over the last few weeks 
as we have been supporting your children to settle into school. As well as the normal factors 
we consider at the start of Reception, this year has had to accommodate COVID restrictions 
and the additional cleaning, risk assessments, bubbles, staffing and unknown quantities that 
this strange time has involved. We will soon be asking for feedback on this period to help 
inform how we plan transition to school in the future. We are very pleased with how the 
children have been adapting to the rules and routines of school and feel that on the whole 
they have settled very well. We are very excited about them all being in full time now and 
getting stuck into the EYFS curriculum. 
 
Assessment at the end of the EYFS 
Learning in EYFS is planned for and assessed in 7 main areas. The three ‘prime’ areas are: 
Communication and Language; Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Physical 
Development. The further four ‘specific’ areas are: Literacy, Mathematics; Understanding the 
World and Expressive Arts and Design.  Throughout the year we will support children to 
progress in these areas through a combination of play, a rich learning environment, 
interaction with others and adult led activities. At the end of their Reception year these 7 
areas are broken down into a total of 17 specific strands which are called the ‘Early Learning 
Goals’. We assess the children against each of these 17 areas and decide whether they are 
meeting expected levels of development or if they are not yet reaching expected levels. We 
will use the terms ‘emerging’ or ‘expected’ to describe our judgements, under the new 
guidance the term ‘exceeding’ has been removed. This final assessment of the 17 early 
learning goals is called the EYFS Profile.  
 
A New Early Years Framework 
The government has decided to reform the EYFS framework and the changes they are making 
become statutory next year in September 2021. Schools were given the option to adopt these 
changes from this year and we have opted to do this. As an ‘Early Adopter’ school we are now 
following the new framework and using the revised version of the ‘Development Matters’ as 
guidance. Development Matters is not a checklist of things that your child should do, rather it 
is guidance for adults who work with children, to help them to support and embed your 
child’s learning journey. If you are interested in reading details of the new framework and the 
revised guidance yourself you can do so here 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-framework . As a 
team we are excited by the changes and feel they prepare children well for Year 1 while 
placing more emphasis on interaction with children and less on tracking and paperwork.  
 
What does this mean for your child?  
Nothing will change for your child. We will continue to offer them the highest quality learning 
experiences in school and we will continue to develop the whole child, thinking about how 
they learn and who they are as individuals. If you have had a child go through Reception 
before you might notice some differences in the way we share their learning with you. We will 
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be using the Evidence Me app to regularly keep you up to date with learning in school. This 
will hopefully increase opportunities for you to have meaningful conversations with your 
child about their learning and offer support. In the past you may have received a collection of 
photos and observation notes at the end of the year which is a lovely keepsake. However, in 
line with the changes, the focus now is going to be on being with your child in the moment 
rather than recording it so communication will happen more regularly. 
 
I hope that this letter has provided you with the relevant information regarding assessment at 
the end of EYFS and our position as an Early Adopter school. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to email the office and they will pass on your query.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Upham 
EYFS Leader 
 


